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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claims 23-26 are directed to an invention that is independent or distinct 
from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: the process as claimed in Claims 
23-26 can be practiced by another materially different apparatus than the apparatus as claimed in 
Claims 7-22 such as an apparatus which includes only one transfer head which can be used 
interchangeably with each of the two or more transfer sets. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 23-26 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 9 and 20 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or 
rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. It is unclear as to how Claims 19 and 20, which recite 
the characteristics of the transfer film, provide any additional structural limitations for further 
limiting the film transfer apparatus recited in Claim 11. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
" or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1 1, 14, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896). 

As to Claim 1 1, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 

As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 8, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kin 
et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Hoyer (US 3 ? 889 5 901) or Quigley (US 5,947,407). 

As to Claim 7, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer device (Figures 1, 2, and 5) comprising 
a plurality of film transfer sets each comprising a delivery section (7a, 7b) for delivering a 
transfer tape (10) with a film on a substrate tape; a transfer head (9a, 9b) for pressing the transfer 
tape against a surface to transfer the film; a wind up section (8a, 8b) for winding up the transfer 
tape after transfer; a rotation transmitting mechanism (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) for transmitting rotation 
between the delivery section and the windup section; and a main body (53) containing the 
plurality of film transfer sets, wherein the transfer heads (9a, 9b) of the film transfer sets are 
arranged at respective ends of the main body. Kin et al. does not disclose film transfer device 
wherein the plurality of film transfer sets are disposed so as to overlap each other in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to an imaginary line joining the opposite ends of the main body 
together, in a manner that the rotational transmitting mechanisms of the overlapped film transfer 
sets are arranged outside and the delivery sections and the windup sections of the overlapped 
film transfer sets are arranged inside. It is well known and conventional in the sheet dispensing 
apparatus art, as disclosed by Hoyer (column 1, lines 30-37) and Quigley (column 3, line 65 
through column 4, line 1), to overlap reels of material to utilize space in a more efficient manner. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
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overlap the film transfer sets of Kin et al. in a direction substantially perpendicular to an 
imaginary line joining the opposite ends of the main body together as suggested by Hoyer and 
Quigley to provide more space efficient apparatus. It is noted that the film transfer apparatus of 
the references as combined (see Kin et al.) disclose an apparatus wherein the rotational 
transmitting mechanisms (5 a, 5b, 6a, 6b) of the overlapped film transfer sets are arranged outside 
and the delivery sections (7a, 7b) and the windup sections (8a, 8b) of the overlapped film transfer 
sets are arranged inside. Therefore, when modifying the film transfer sets of Kin et al. as noted 
above to overlap each other, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to maintain the orientation of the of the film transfer sets such that 

As to Claim 8, the references as combined (see Kin et al.) disclose a film transfer 
apparatus wherein the delivery section (7a) of one of the film transfer sets and the windup 
section (8b) of the other of the film transfer sets are partitioned by a common plate (12). 
Therefore, when overlapping the film transfer sets of Kin et al. as noted above, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the film 
transfer apparatus of Kin et al. such that the delivery section (7a, 7b) of one of the overlapped 
film transfer sets and the windup section (8a, 8b) of the other of the overlapped film transfer sets 
are partitioned by a common plate (12) constituting the delivery section and the windup section. 

As to Claim 9, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer device (Figures 1 and 5) comprising a 
plurality of film transfer sets each comprising a delivery section (7a, 7b) for delivering a transfer 
tape (10) with a film on a substrate tape; a transfer head (9a, 9b) for pressing the transfer tape 
against a surface to transfer the film; a windup section (8a, 8b) for winding up the transfer tape 
after transfer; and a main body (53) containing the plurality of film transfer sets, wherein the 
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transfer heads (9a, 9b) of the film transfer sets are arranged at respective ends of the main body. 
Kin et al. does not disclose film transfer device wherein the plurality of film transfer sets are 
disposed so as to overlap each other in a direction substantially perpendicular to an imaginary 
line joining the opposite ends of the main body together, in a manner that the delivery section of 
the one of the overlapped film transfer sets and the windup section of the other of the overlapped 
film transfer sets overlap each other, and the windup section of the one of the overlapped film 
transfer sets and the delivery section of the other of the overlapped film transfer sets overlap each 
other. It is well known and conventional in the sheet dispensing apparatus art, as disclosed by 
Hoyer (column 1, lines 30-37) and Quigley (column 3, line 65 through column 4, line 1), to 
overlap reels of material to utilize space in a more efficient manner. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to overlap the film transfer sets of 
Kin et al. in a direction substantially perpendicular to an imaginary line joining the opposite ends 
of the main body together as suggested by Hoyer and Quigley to provide more space efficient 
apparatus. Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus wherein the delivery section (7a) of one 
of the film transfer sets and the windup section (8b) of the other of the film transfer sets, and the 
windup section (8a) of one of the film transfer sets and the delivery section of the other of the 
overlapped film transfer sets correspond in manner relative to the symmetry of the film transfer 
apparatus. Therefore, when overlapping the film transfer sets of Kin et al. as noted above, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to overlap 
the film transfer sets in a manner such that the delivery section of the one of the overlapped film 
transfer sets and the windup section of the other of the overlapped film transfer sets overlap each 
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other, and the windup section of the one of the overlapped film transfer sets and the delivery 
section of the other of the overlapped film transfer sets overlap each other. 

As to Claim 10, the references as combined (see Kin et al.) discloses a film transfer 
device (Figure 1) wherein the delivery section (7a) of one of the overlapped film transfer sets and 
the windup section (8b) of the other of the overlapped film transfer sets are partitioned by a 
common plate (12) constituting the delivery section and the windup section, and the windup 
section of one of the overlapped film transfer sets and the delivery section of the other of the 
overlapped film transfer sets are partitioned by a common plate constituting the delivery section 
and the windup section. 

7. Claims 1 1-14, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Ono et al. (US 5,430,904). 

As to Claim 11, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 12, Kin et al. discloses an film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear, but does not disclose an apparatus 
wherein the rotation transmitting member is a continuous elastic band. It is well known and 
conventional in the transfer apparatus art, as disclosed by Ono et al. (column 14, lines 46-49), to 
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connect a delivery reel and a windup reel via a rotation transmitting member, i.e. a gear or an 
endless rubber belt, and that those two examples of rotation transmitting members are 
functionally equivalent. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to connect the delivery reel and the wind up reel via a continuous 
elastic band as suggested by Ono et al.; the use of an endless rubber belt being well established 
in the art for being a rotation transmitting member which is functionally equivalent to the use of 
gear mechanism. 

As to Claim 13, the references as combined (see Ono et al.) disclose an apparatus 
wherein the continuous elastic band is connected to a first pulley and a second pulley, the first 
pulley connected to the delivery reel and the second pulley connected to the wind up reel 
(column 14, lines 49-55). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5 a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 

As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 



8. Claim 11, 14, 15, 17, 19, and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Watanabe (US D364,644). 
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As to Claim 11, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5 a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 15, Kin et al. does not disclose an apparatus wherein the transfer head 
contains a removable cap for protecting the transfer tape. It is well known and conventional in 
the transfer tool art, as disclosed by Watanabe (Figure 7, 9, and 13), to provide the transfer head 
with a removable cap for protecting the transfer tape. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the apparatus of Kin et al. to 
include a removable cap as suggested by Watanabe for protecting the transfer tape; the use of a 
removable cap being well established in the art for protecting the transfer tape. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 

As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 
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9. Claims 11,14, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Kelders et al. (US 6,684,924). 

As to Claim 11, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 16, Kin et al. does not disclose an apparatus wherein the case is transparent. 
It is well known and conventional in the transfer tool art, as disclosed by Kelders et al. (column 
2, lines 10-13), to provide the apparatus with a transparent case so that a user may readily 
determine how much tape remains in the dispenser without removing the cover. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the case of 
Kin et al. to be transparent as suggested by Kelders et al. so that a user may readily determine 
how much tape remains in the film transfer apparatus without removing the cover. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 
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As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 

10. Claims 1 1, 14, 17-19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Hoyer (US 3,889,901) or Quigley (US 5,947,407). 

As to Claim 1 1, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5 a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 18, Kin et at. does not disclose a film transfer apparatus wherein the transfer 
sets are disposed so as to overlap each other in a direction perpendicular to an imaginary line 
joining the opposite ends of the case. It is well known and conventional in the sheet dispensing 
apparatus art, as disclosed by Hoyer (column 1, lines 30-37) and Quigley (column 3, line 65 
through column 4, line 1), to overlap reels of material to utilize space in a more efficient manner. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
overlap the film transfer sets of Kin et al. in a direction substantially perpendicular to an 
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imaginary line joining the opposite ends of the case as suggested by Hoyer and Quigley to 
provide more space efficient apparatus. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 

As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 

11. Claims 1 1, 14, 17, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kin et al. (JP 2003136896) in view of Yang (US 6,582,514). 

As to Claim 1 1, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 

As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 
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As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 

As to Claim 21, Kin et al. does not disclose a film transfer apparatus which includes more 
than two transfer sets. Yang discloses a transfer film apparatus which includes two or more 
transfer sets (Figures 9 and 10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the film transfer apparatus of Kin et al. to include more than 
two transfer sets as suggested by Yang to provide a film transfer apparatus which is capable of a 
dispensing a plurality of transfer films. It is noted that the film transfer apparatus disclosed by 
the references as combined would be capable of dispensing two films of the same width and an 
additional film of a varying width. 

12. Claims 11,14, 17, 19, 20, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view of Manusch et al. (US 5,512,128). 

As to Claim 11, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figures 1 and 2) comprising 
a case (1, 2a, 2b) housing two transfer sets, each transfer set comprising a delivery reel (7a, 7b) 
mounted in the transfer set for delivering a film on a transfer tape (10) to a transfer head (9a, 9b); 
and a windup reel (8a, 8b) mounted independently from the delivery reel in the transfer set, the 
windup reel obtains the transfer tape after delivery of the film, wherein the delivery reel and the 
wind up reel are connectable by a rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b). 

As to Claim 14, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the 
rotation transmitting member (5a, 5b, 6a, 6b) is a gear. 
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As to Claim 17, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) wherein the case 
(1, 2a, 2b) contains two transfer heads (9a, 9b) arranged at respective ends of the case. 

As to Claim 19, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having varying widths. 

As to Claim 20, Kin et al. discloses a film transfer apparatus (Figure 1) having two 
transfer sets which are capable of dispensing films having the same width. 

As to Claim 22, Kin et al. does not disclose a film transfer apparatus wherein the case is 
removable such that the transfer sets are replaceable. It is well known and conventional in the 
transfer apparatus art, as disclosed by Manusch et al. (column 2, lines 8-17), to provide the 
apparatus with a removable case to enable a user to replace the delivery and windup reels. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the case of Kin et al. to be removable as suggested by Manusch et al. to enable a user to replace 
the transfer sets. 

Response to Arguments 
13. In response to the applicant's submission of a supplemental information disclosure 
statement (IDS) on December 6, 2004, the submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 
CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement was considered by the examiner. 

In response to the applicant's cancellation of Claims 1-6, the rejection of claims 1-3 and 6 
under 35 USC 102(a) as being anticipated by Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) and the rejection of 
Claims 1-6 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kin et al. (JP 2003-136896) in view 
of Koreska (US 6,321,816) have been withdrawn. 
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In response to the applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-26 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art of record to Chiuu (JP 2003-54189) discloses a film transfer device 
comprising a plurality of film transfer sets each comprising a delivery section for delivering a 
transfer tape with a film on a substrate tape; a transfer head for pressing the transfer tape against 
a film-transferred surface to transfer the film; a windup section for winding up the transfer tape 
after transfer; and a main body containing the plurality of film transfer sets, wherein the transfer 
heads of the film transfer sets are arranged at respective ends of the main body (see Figure 1). 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 



final action. 



16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mark A. Osele whose telephone number is 571-272-1235. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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